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71emfc 0 5od God.

Imagine a vast bell shaped structure
higher than the jcreat city ofll;e huild-ing- s,

and you will hare some Idea ot ono
of the lumps of gold which may be found
without going to the Klondike or ex
ploring the bowels of the earth any
where. It reals on a high nill, one solid,
gleaming mass, filling all the sxy around
it with the yellow glow of an autumnal
unset. Its value is greater than all the

combined outputs of California, South
Africa, Australia and the Klondike dur-
ing an interyal of many years. I a actual
value Is as bewildering to contemplate
as its weight is difficult to estimate. It
weighs thousands upon thousands of tons

all of pure, virgin gold.

There Is latent power enough in this
great, inert mass to sell all the millions
of armed men in the world to butchering
each other by spa and land for years and
years to come, then leave enough surplus
to pay off all the national debts and glr
die the earth with double-tracke- d rail-

ways.
As it lies now it represents simply a

vast faith. It is the accumulation of
thousands of yeirs of votive offerings to
a deity. And the votive offering! will go
on and the great gold heap continues to
grow while the financial philosophers
demonstrate by irresistible arguments
tbat there is not gold enough above the
earth's surface to transact the business
of the world.

It is on an island in Barman that this
ancient Knondike is to be found an is-

land formed by the river Hlalng, and
about twenty miles from where that nvei
empties into the Gulf of Martaben. A
bill rises in the center of the island to a
height of about 165 feet above the level
of the surrounding country and terml
mtes in a little fiat plain a few acres In
extent. On this plain rears the lump of
gold. The InmD is not solid; its interior
is a Buddhist Uinple. It is a shrine of
Buddha in other words, incased in a
gold structure 321 feet high and covering
a circular piece of ground 300 feet in
diameter and tapering to a platform at
the top just wide enough for three men
to stand upon.

For over two thousand years people
have been bringing bit by bit the grains
of gold out of which this great, glittering
heap has been reared, just as ants bring
grain by grain the bin of sand to make
their homes. From India, China, Tar-tar- y

and Japan pilgrims to this shrine
have brought each one his bit ot gold to
add to the structure in Buddha's honor.

Tradition places the beginning of the
structure at COO years before the birth of
theRivior An order of monks many
bundteds of years ago took charge of the
worn of melting down ail the gold the
pilgrims brought and converting it into
thick, solid sheets, with which the slow-
ly growing brick shell of the structure
was covered.

To guard against thieves it soon be-
came necessary to have some force more
tangible than mere superstition, so a
guard of soldiers 2 000 strong was put
about it a force not strong enough to
beat off an army, to be sure, but still
sufficient to keep away any organized
nana ot thieves, and even to restrain the
fury of relic hunters with their chisels
and mallets. The soldiers on guard are
a detachment from the royal army ot
Bnrmab, and balf their expenses are
borne by the King. And among the oth-
er taxes on royalty which this religions
treasure involves is the presentation to
the temple by every new king when be
ascends the throne of bis own weight in
solid gold.

Strangely enough, the bands of pro-
fane pirates have never attempted to de-
spoil the untold wealth of this remark-
able temple so many centuries old.

Moral Progress.

Nineteenth century progress in Amer-
ica is not conBned to commerce, science
and the arts, but is dsveloping in the ap-
plication of practical ethics to business
and mercantile affairs. A pleasing

of this tendency Is shown In
the interpretation of business honesty by
those who, like Amos F. Eno, insist up-
on paying in full the claims that hpve
been absolved by law. At the beginning

of the Civil War, In 1861, Mr Eno was
one among the number of large mer
chants who wore driven Into honorable
bankruptcy by the exigencies of those
troublous tiroes. Now, after thirty-si-

years, he has paid to the representatives
of his old creditors the amounts ot their
claims, many of which had been forgot-
ten, and interest thereon, at four per cent,
amounting to 1 44$, interest on otch dol-

lar of principal O le such act has great-
er weiitht in the promotion of moral
principles and of sound business ethics
thn thousand of prolenstoni of right
eoiitnoss by the Insincere, the hypocrit-
ical, and the corrupt, expressed always
in words rather ttun deeds. A word or
remembrance is duo to the thousands of
honest men who have been forced Into
insolvency, and, who through continued
mtslortune and financial pressure, luve
gone to their graves under t cloud of
public disapproval and distrust.
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An Ultimate Benefit.

In discouraging the insane rmh to the
Klondike country the Western Mining
World is actuated only by a dsire to
serve the deluded victims of a craze, and
if possible protect them from the conse
quences of an artificial boom. Those in
terested from any cause in promoting the
boom naturally make the out cry that an
objection raised is based on self interest,
and tbat this periodical, for Instance, is
governed by a desiro to protect the min-

ing interests of Montana by dissuading
people from investing in the far north.

If no humanitarian sentiment entered
into the question, if it were right to en
courage men of limited means and less
common sense to engage in rainbo
chasing, the World would feel that the
mining interests of Montana could be
best served by promoting the Btampede
that promises to rival the crusades of
antiquity. History has demonstrated
over and oyer again that a great mining
excitement in one locality always serves
the general interests of the industry in
all section of the country. That was
notably the case after thegreit Califor-
nia excitement of 1849 The mining in
duetry, etimnlated by the marvellous
yield of cold, took on new life every-
where, with the result that the inter-mounta- in

region was successfully pros
peeled and wonderful producers of
wealth discovered. Cripple Creek. Brit
ish Columbia, and other discoveries have
each in turn contributed general vigor to
the mining industry and led to a more
active and determined search for the
precious metals. The discoveries at
Dawson City will prove no exception to
ihe rule However rich the northland
may prove to be the infliw of people will
be so utterly out of proportion to the op-

portunities for success thit other mining
sections will profit from two sources
First, the general interest in mining cre-

ated by the Klondike boom will diffuse
itself over the country to the advantage
ot every district of promise; and, second,
the reaction from the boom will lead to
the conservative investment of capital in
mining sections where speculation can
be tempered by the comforts of civilized
life.

It is folly to suppose that all the monev
seeking investment in mining protects
will strike the trail of the mentally inco-
herent adventurers who will go on mis-

sions of poverty to the land ol insects
and ice. Capital will go to Alaska not
to demonstrate mineral wealth but to
absorb it not to hunt for Bold fields but
to buy them. It isn't in Ihe prospecting
business to any overwhelming decree.
That all the capital seeking desirable
investments will fail to find ihem in that
part of the world goes without saying.
And yet capital set apart lor investment
is not hankering for manufacturing en
terprises, nor is it anxious to engage in
agricultural pursuits. The mining fever
is on, the Klondike excitement has
deepened into intensity, until capital is
casting about in every mining state in

. the west for the only meant whereby it
lean double itself investment in reliable
I mining properties

The greater the boom in the north, the
greater the volume of gold uncoyered,
the greater the advantage that will be
ultimately reaped by Montana and other
mining states. While this conclusion Is

' unavoidable with an intelligent observer

of events, it Is nevertheless the duty of
conservative men to call a halt upon the
excltfd thousands Mho contemplate rush-
ing into Alaska to take pot-luc- k with
poverty and flirt with death, under the
delusion that a d destiny will
dipel the shadows and lead them to
some wonderful Mecca of gold Western
Mining World.

Why a Negro is Called "Coon,"

Many years ago, wbon superstition
held greater swiy than now, and the in-

fluences of Ihe occult and weired were
mot potent, a cunning negro slave had
acquired the reputation ot possess'ng a
familiar spirit and of being able to per-

form many uncanny mysteries. His fel-

low slaves held him in great awo, and
even his mister grew to a belief In his
powers This finally led to a wager, In
which a greater part of the master! for-

tune was staked on the negroe's divine
ability. A barrel was placed on the Uwn
and a live coon placed under the barrel.
Then the negro soothnayer was sent for
and told to inform the crowd what was
nnder the barrel. He tried in various
ways to escape the exposure, hut with-

out eucce'a. Realizing that he was cor-

nered, he leaned on the barrel dejected-
ly and remarked: "Well, you've got
this old coon at last." whereupon a great
sbont applauded Simho's remarkable
astntenoss, and his reputation was for
ever firmly established. Btltimore Sun.

Qdcls Sqd faqd e.

The King uf Arizona has neon soli to
unknown parties for the sum of 750 000$
It was discovered less than one year ago.

Horace Greely once said that the dark-
est hour in the history of a young man
Is when be sits down to study how ho
can get money without earning it.

One of the stations on the railway
which is to be built from the Red sea to
the top of Mount Sinai, will be on the
spot where it Is supposed Moses stood
when he received the two tables of the
law from Jehovah.

It Is atated that the skin of the rein
deer Is so impervions-t- o the cold that
anyone clothed In such a dress, with the
addition of a bUnke: of thesamo mater-
ial, may bear the Intensest rigor of an
Arctic winter night. We publish this
for tbo benefit ol those who contemplate
going to Alaska the coming spring.

William C. Todd, of Atkinson, N. H.,
has endowed the Boston public library
with 2,000$ a year for the purchase of
newspapers. Mr. rouci says he is "im
pressed with the. Increasing importance
and irfluence of newspapers and the
great demand for them by all classes of
the community." He gives the money
on the simple condition that the whole
annual interest on 60,000$ be expended
for newspaper subscriptions.

When you are coavincsd thit a piper
Is dishonest and stop it, says
the 8priogfleld Republican. When con
vinced thit1 it is'unclean, slop it. When
it fails to give you the local news, stop it
But don't stop a pipjr that you believe
to be honest courageous and clean simply
because its editor has written bis own
sincere view, instead of yours or some
body else'ajfor if yon do, ybu are putting
a premium on insincere journalism and
serving notice on an editor that the way
to succeed is to write what he thinks
will best please his readers Instead of
what he honestly believes to be the truth.

A southern Wisconsin paper printed
the following marriage notice: Wilt
thou take her for thy pard, for better or
worse, to have, to hold, to fondlv guard
till hauled off in a hearse? Wilt thou
let her have her way, consult ber many
wishes, make up the fire eyery day and
help her with the dishes? Wilt thou
give her all the stuff, a sealskin aacque
and muff? Wilt thou comfort and sup-
port ber father and her mother, abnt
Jemima, Uncle John, three sistors and a
brother? The poor man's face grew pale
and blank, it was too late to jilt; and as
through the chapel floor he sank, be
sadly said, "I wilt."

An Important Consideration.

When the country comes to understand
the importance of colonizing the lands of

the west with the turplus population of
the great cities, and takes measures to
put the aims into practlctl operation,
it will have taken a most important step
in the in'ereu of social reform. The
citlniof the Unite I Sutei are growing
toa fast In prop irtlon to th it of the rural
or firming population. All of the dan
gers to tho safoty, prosperity and hap
pinessof the p topla of this republic come
from the cities All of tho anarchy, all
of thee irruption in politic il afftirs and
the vnt mijirity of the debtucherv of
srcietvlitobj hinlln city Ids, vhllo
the strength and aivlng power of the
givernment is in its rural life; la the
farm ho tin, in the sturdy plowmin, the
mines and physical industrial occupi-tion- s.

To onltrs this diss, to enlarge
tne farm life of this givernmint is tbs
one imperative need if it is to be perpst
na'od How this C4n bs done should be
thec'in'iderition j( an Intelligent gov.
ernment. The colonizing policy, utiliz-
ing the surplui populition of our cities
by locating them in the Great West in
theroclaimatbn and cultivation of tho
soil. This will make honest, virtuons
citizens. It will convert a threatening
element into farmers, prxlucorsof bread,
and taxpayers, thus interesting them in
good government; that taxation may be
reduced to the minimum This is a sub
ject wuich otwht to call fir the consider
ation of our federil lawmikers, for it
means so much for the starving people;
it means a largely increased wealth re-

source; and most important of all, It
means a dangerous class of citizsns con-

verted into honest, stalwart, farming cit-

izens, the bulwark of every government
on earth Star.

Heaven oa Earth.

Rev. Dr. Adams, pastor of the First
Congressional church, ol this city, in an
able sermon last Sunday Incidentally
said: "The Kingdom of Heaven is with-
in us. We had better stop boasting of
the beautiful heaven which we expect to
enjoy beyond the skies and see to it that
we dj all we can toward establishing
heaven on earth. Hetven must begin
here, with each of us, or we may miss it
berealter."

These are words of wisdom, and com-
ing from the pastor of one of the largest
and most influential churches on the
coast they are significant, as showing
tho trend of pulpet thought at the pros
ont time. The too common practice of
neglecting the duties and shirking the
responsibilities of this life because of a
belief that there is a heaven of glory
awaiting us beyond the veil of death is
unchristian and in the highest degree
reprehensible. Religion tint fails to in-

spire the human heart with love for
mankind, and incite to earnest effort for
the betterment of our race is not worth
haying. He who does his best to bring
sunshine into the lives of others, and
thus insure to them a foretaste of heaven,
will be most likely to find heavenly con-

ditions when he pisses over to the other
side. Hayes Valley Advertiser.

The Principle of Business.

No calling requires a greater use of
.brain power than business, and few re-

quire a higher order of general ability.
The great secret of success in business
tho secret, in fact, of success on a large
scale Is to conceive of it as a matter of
principles, not merely as a series of
transactions. There are great merchants
as there are great statesmen, and there
are small merchants as there are small
politicians, and the difference between
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the great and small men is much the
same In both. The small politician works
bv the day, and sees only one opportun-it- y

before him ; the small merchant dees
the same thing he is looking for the
next dollar. Too stiteaman, on the, other
hand, is master of the situation, .because
lie. understands the general principles
which control events. This knowledge
enables him to deal with targe questions
and to sh ipe the future. The great mer
chant does the same thing. His business
is not a mere money-gettin- g nffiir, not a
mere matter of birter, but a science and
an art. He studies the general law of
tride, watches the general condition of
the country, investigates present needs,
forses future wants and adapts his bus-

iness to the broad conditions of his time
and place. He puts as much brains Into
his work as does the statesman, and bs
endi by being not a money-gette- r, but a
large-minde- and capible man. An
eminently successful rain of the states
man-lik- e quility says that tho more he
understood life the more clearly he sa
that it was all done on business princi-
ples, by which he meant not only that
the nntverse Is governed by unvarying
laws, but that the promptness, exactness,
thoroughness, and honesty are wrought
in every fiber. Oa these business prin-
ciples all life is conducted if not by
rain, at least by that power which is be-

hind man. It ought to be the ambition
of every yonng man to treat his business
from the point of view of the statesman,
and not from that of the politician. M.
& S. Press.

!
No Laughing flatter.

An aged man reeling along Washing-to- n

street recently was the subject of
ridicule by a number of thoughtless bava
and even men. While we fully realize
the sorry spectacle of a father or brother
wandering along the public highway in a
drunken condition, yet no one can tell
what caused the old man to resort to this
condition to drown his sorrows, hence
we think it is no laughing matter to wit-

ness a human being In such a terrible
condition. Then dn not laugh at a drunk
en man walking tbrongh the streets,
however ludicrous the eight may be:
just stop to think He is going home to
some tender heart hat will throb with
intense agony; some doting mother will
grieve over the downfall ot her once
sinless boy; or it may bo a fond wlfo,
whoso heart will almost break with grief
as she views the destruction of her idol;
or it may be a loving sister, who will
shed bitter tears at the degradation of
her brother, shorn ol his manliness and
self respect. Rather drop a tear In si-

lent sympathy with those hearts so
keenly sensitive and tender, yet so proud
and loyal that they cannot accept sym-
pathy tendered them either in word or
look, although it may fall upon their
wounded hearts as refreshingly as the
summer dew on the withered plants
Gazette.

The postoffice department is taking a
firm stand against tho so called "miss-
ing jetter" and "missing word " pontesU
conducted by a number of publishers to
increase subscriptions to tbeir papers.
The lottery law directs the postmaster-genera- l

upon the evidence satisfactory; to
himself that. a concern or person Is oper-
ating thr ugh the mails a lottery, or
scheme offering prizes dependent upon
lot or chance to prohibit the delivery of
all mail matter to it. Missing letter con
tests ire held to be violations of the law
because many correct ai avers can be
given, but only one list is deemed ''cor-
rect" by the promoter of tbe scheme.

LOT --STRAUSS & CO.
FACTORY-SA- N FRANCISCO -- CAL.

COPPER RIVETED
MARK.

OVERALLS AND SPRING BOTTOM PANTS.
EVERY GARMENT GUARANTEED.

EMPLOY OVER 350 GIRLS.
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